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Privacy Research Project: Children’s Privacy Rights in the Digital Era 

Businesses and governments are collecting more and more personal information about children as methods 

data collection, storage and analysis improve through internet based technologies. Parents and children now 

have access to multiple devices and mobile technologies and the increasing number of devices connected 

through which highly individualised personal information is now collected. Does it matter? I would like to know 

parents and children’s views and concerns so that their voices can be reflected in future policy and education 

programs. 

The scope and nature of surveillance and personal information now collected through technologies such as 

social networking platforms, consumer cookies and tracking devices, artificial intelligence smart phones and 

apps, Apple watches, FitBits, virtual personal assistants such as Amazon’s Alexa, connected home devices 

(security, appliances), and even smart Toys (IoToys), has stimulated global concern about issues such as consent, 

data use, data security and accuracy, rights to erasure, manipulative advertising, and personal profiling. This 

research hopes to gauge you and your children’s awareness of, and concerns regarding these data practices in 

relation to children’s personal information. The recent passing of European legislation has introduced new data 

protection rights, with new special protections for European children. Governments, including our own, are now 

revising privacy regulation and it is important that your and your children’s voices are represented within the 

emerging policy landscape. 

Ethics approval for the study has been obtained through Massey University and ethical guidelines will be 

followed throughout the research study.  

If you are a parent of a child in years 9-12 we would like you to participate in a workshop/interview, and also for 

your child(ren) to participate in a focus group. Focus groups will explore how parents and teenagers understand 

privacy in relation to their personal information and internet technologies. Interviews with parents will be 

recorded and transcribed for analysis. Workshops will also be recorded and summary notes made. The 

recordings and scripts will be stored securely for a period of up to six years and then destroyed. Any publications 

resulting from this research will not identify any individuals by name. While interviews will be largely 

conversational, participants may decline to answer specific questions and they may withdraw their participation 

at any time. 

Parents will need to sign a consent form their your child(ren) to participate in a focus group.  Parents and 

children will also be informed about the research process and asked to sign a consent form at the focus group. 

You can also register your interest at https://www.socialresearchnz.com/register-to-participate  or you can 

contact Dr Caroline Keen, directly on 027 275 8585. 

https://www.socialresearchnz.com/register-to-participate

